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sis), without, however, a definite cure following; on the contrary, the 
disease spread. There was simultaneously such a sensitiveness of the 
diseased place that the slightest procedure, as for example, dressing 
with iodoform, would cause exquisite pain, which could not even be 
prevented by cocaine. The writer, after a third and vain curettement, 
applied ice, as recommended by Gerhardt, and within three days he 
obtained not only a reduction of the sensitiveness, but in the course of 
a few weeks healing of the wound and a disappearance of the nodes. 
Three months thereafter there was no recurrence —Medicinsk Revue y 
3. 1SS9 

F. H. Pritchard (ILstun). 

II. A Study of the Locations of 7881 Primary Carcinoma 
as Illustrating the Probability of a Cancerous Microbe. By 
Edmund Andrews. M.D. (Chicago), t. Other things being equal, 
primary carcinoma is most frequent on those surfaces which by their 
position would be most accessible to free swimming microbes or spores 
derived from without the body. 

2. The liability to cancer is increased it the epithelial surface is so 
situated that the spores can remain upon it for at least some hours 
without being washed away, as on the lower lip; but the liability is 
greatly diminished it the parts are frequently swept oil, as the globe of 
the eye by winking, or the (.esophagus by swallowing food and drink. 

3. The liability to cancer is great if the membrane has vast num¬ 
bers of deep glandular follicles into which the spores can penetrate and 
lie free from disturbance and have direct access to the more delicate 
epithelial cells, as at the pyloric end of the stomach and the follicles of 
the mammary glands. 

4. Those portions of the skin which are usually uncovered are 
ottener attacked than those covered with clothing and constantly 
brushed by its friction. The skin of the face, for instance, produces 
more cancer than all the covered portions of the integument com¬ 
bined. 

5 As might be expected, there are a few seeming exceptions 10 these 
rules, but so few that they do not break their general force. 



15° IXDEX OF SURGICAL PROGRESS. 



Alimentary Canal and Appendage*. 

Lij>s (nearly all lower lip).. 

Tongue. 

Other parts of mouth . . 

Salivary glands. 

(Esophagus. 

Stomach.. .. 

Intestines. . 

pancreas. 

Rectum and anus. 

Genito^Urinary Tract. 

Penis. 

Urethra. 

Prostate gland. 

Testes. 

Madder. 

Ureters. 

Kidneys. 

Vulva. 

Vagina. 

Uterus. 

Ovaries. 

Eyes , Ears and Air-Passages. 

Eye-lids and conjunctiva. 

Ear. 

Nasal passages. 

Larynx.. 

Epidermic Surfaces and Appended Glands 

Face. 

Hands... 

Surfaces of the body covered by clothing.. 
Mammary Gland* . 





Grand Total, 
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This liability of different surfaces to cancer in proportion to their 
exposure to germs, and their ability to afford them an undisturbed 
lodgment, in still more strikingly shown if we compare equal areas of 
different surfaces. I have calculated the areas of the different organs 
aud the proportion of cancer to the same area in all. Suppose the in¬ 
testines to present one cancer on a given area of surface, then the 
number of cancers on the same area of other organs will be as follows: 

Table showing the liability of equal areas of different surfaces to 
cancerous infection , the liability of intestine being assumed as /: 


L>-wer lip, - 
Tongue, - 
Rest of mouth and fauces, 
(Ksophagus, - 
Stumnch, ... 
Intestines, - 
Rectum and anus. 

Skin of the face. 

Hands, - - - 

Surfaces covered with clothing, - 
Vulva, ..... 
Vagina, - 

Ce vix uteri, .... 


S.44S 
i,23 2 
264 
242 
572 
I 

390 

264 


4 

264 

61 

5 * 77 ° 


This shows that, in proportion to its area, the liability of the prola- 
bium of the lower lip to cancer is S,44S times greater than a similar 
area of intestine, while that of the tongue is 1,252, ot the stomach 572, 
and of the anus and rectum 596, the rest of the intestine being only 1. 
The liability of the face is 264. while that of the covered portions of 
the body is only 4. 

There is one organ which is rebellious to every theory yet devised, 
my own included, and that is the Schneiderian membrane of the nose. 
It is extremely exposed to irritation and inflammation, and also to the 
reception of external germs of every kind, and yet it is rarely attacked 
with cancer. It is an organ standing by itself, so to speak, and pos¬ 
sessing an exemption from attack which at present is unexplained — 
Journal of the American A fed tea l Association, 1SS9, November 23. 














